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The last two slaves sold in New Haven and possibly in Connecticut were to Trinity Church New Haven’s

Anthony P. Sanford on March 23, 1825. He purchased them at the last slave auction held in New Haven

and perhaps Connecticut. It was held on the New Haven Green. The sheriff running the sale operated

under an execution order issued on a judgment against their owner: it instructed him to sell human

chattels as goods.

Lois Tritten age 40 and her daughter Lucy Tritten age 16, fearful at being separated, were displayed,

auctioned, and sold to their new owner, Anthony B. Sanford, a shareholder of Trinity. Sanford paid $10

for the two and immediately set them free. The Sanford had planned well, and by the price it is clear

that other bidders were clearly warned off. The sheriff may have been in on it as well. The person who

provoked the sale probably lost more on legal fees the price of the sale – which must have please the

Abolitionist Sanford.

This article to the left appears in Beckwith's

Almanac.1 “Aunt Lois” Tritten was born in

Halifax, Canada in 1799, she died on June

11, 1894 at age 95, having survived slavery,

seen the Civil War, the emancipation of

slaves, and having outlived two husbands.

She was a lifelong member of Trinity

Church, and died in the faith of the man

who conspired to free her.

1 Beckwith’s Almanac, Volumes 33-41, Authors George Beckwith, Martha Lewis Beckwith Lewis, Annie

Ewell Russell, Peck, White & Peck, 1880, page 90.


